
1

ADDRESS Clemenceau, Dr. Rebeiz Street, Keyledjian Building, 1st Floor, Beirut, Lebanon.

BLOGS AND ONLINE WORK

mayachami.wordpress.com
a blog dedicated to posting a selection of my work in Design and Digital Arts

vimeo.com/mayachami
my vimeo channel dediated to my work in moving image

graphikis.blogspot.com
a blog dedicated to my graphic interventions published in Assafir newspaper 

mayachamidigitalarts.blogspot.com
a blog dedicated originally to the MA in Digital Arts at Camberwell College of Arts, 
University of the Arts London (2009-2011). 
Starting October 2011, the purpose of the blog shifted into posting about projects in 
progress and Digital Arts related articles.

Maya Chami, practitioner in graphic design and digital arts.

Born in Beirut in 1981, I obtained a bachelor of science in graphic design from the 
Lebanese American University. In 2006 I was selected to participate in the UNESCO 
online masters module on art, design and technology. In 2011 I completed a masters 
degree in digital arts at Camberwell College of Arts, University of the Arts London. I 
work in graphic design and digital arts on both commissioned and personal projects 
and have participated in several design and digital arts events.

My Live audio-visual work includes: “Transitional Digital Objects” in 2011 which 
explores compositing an autobiography in live cinema; in 2012 “Of Men, Champagne 
and Victory Aside’ a live audio-visual presentation, merging laptop-generated visuals 
and live music, a playful examination into the theme of the ‘victory sign’ in the Arab 
world, from the 1980’s to the present.



2 SELECTED WORK TO INCLUDE 
IDENTITY, BRANDING, CAMPAIGNS, 
PUBLICATIONS, POSTERS, FLIERS, 
WEBSITES...
TO VIEW SOME OF THE SELECTION 
ONLINE PLEASE REFER TO THE 
FOLLOWING LINK:
MAYACHAMI.WORDPRESS.COM



3 Selected illustrations of Landmarks in Beirut for a project entitled “Blazon”, commissioned by artist Marwan 
Rechmaoui to be exhibited during “Homeworks” November 2015 



4 Cover design and artwork for Sahar Mandour’s novel “Mina”, published by Dar Al Adab



5 Illustrations for a teenagers’ story “Mray” for the PALESTINE MUSEUM - a book collaboration with Lena Merhej



6 Illustrations for a teenagers’ story “Mray” for the PALESTINE MUSEUM - a book collaboration with Lena Merhej



7 Frieze Art Fair: Ad design for the launch of the Palestinian Museum in May 2016 with the inaugural exhibition 
“Never Part”



8 Window display designs for Louis Vuitton’s shop opening in Beirut with artist Marwan Rechmaoui
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10 Poster designs for different events held by Ruptured



11 Poster designs for different events held by Ruptured



12 Poster designs for different events held by Ruptured



13 CD Under the Carpet Produced by Ruptured



14 Poster design for the launch of a collective that reclaims public property in Lebanon
Poster designs for different events held at Club Social



15 Several designs for different music events organized by Ruptured, Ziad Nawfal



16 Several designs for different music events organized by Ruptured, Ziad Nawfal



17 Poster design for the film “The Valley” by director Ghassan Salhab
Poster design for a film by director Tamara Stapanyan



18 Identity and Poster designs for collective creations by Zannjabil



19 Poster design for an online performance by artist Hassan Choubassi



20 Infographics for UNRWA



21 Selected illustrations from an awareness campaign on oxo and cluster munitions: Handicap International



22 Selected illustrations from an awareness campaign on oxo and cluster munitions: Handicap International



23 Selected illustrations from an awareness campaign on oxo and cluster munitions: Handicap International



24 Poster design for Advanced Puppetry Art Residency 2013 - Arab Puppet Theater Foundation and UNFPA



25 Cover and book design and layout for Hussein Yaakoub’s book “Left in Lebanon” to be published by Rosa Luxemburg.



26 Identity and website designs for a production company: Ginger Beirut



27 Identity and wall sticker design for a pub: Sector 34



28 Publication designs and artworks for a novel published by La CDthèque and a play published by Dar Al-Farabi



29 Publication designs and artworks for a series of plays published by Beirut World Capital of The Book 2010



30 Illustrations and artworks for a toddlers’ book series ‘Yasmina’ in collaboration with Lena Merhej.



31 Poster designs for a theatrical  and a dance performance.



32 Identity and Poster designs for Zoukak Sidewalks.



33 Poster and flier designs for a different events organized by AL-JANA / ARCPA



34 Collaborating with Lena Merhej and Maher Abi Samra, illustrations for the Solidarity with Palestine Day comic book 
“Kamen Sene” (Another Year), published by ESCWA



35 Posters for a workshop and a collective performance held by Zoukak Theater Company and Cultural Association



36 Poster for a collective performance held by Zoukak Theater Company and Cultural Association
and Poster for the International Day Against Homophobia held by HELEM (Lebanese Association for LGBTIQ Protection)



37 Rendering and Artistic Direction of the book ‘Les Passagers du Firmament’, to be published by Dar Onboz



38 Rendering and Artistic Direction of the book “Les Passagers du Firmament”, to be published by Dar Onboz



39 REINVENT OUR SPACE, BRING THE 
MIDDLE EAST HOME
The Khatt Design Collection 
Competition, a Limited Edition of 
Wall Stickers by Mosaiques

My winning intervention:
My wall stickers were based on an 
anecdote about Arabs “How do young 
Arabs go to school in the morning”, the 
reply would be “they ride their camel 
and park it near their school tents”. 
This anecdote was not funny.
I decided to humorize the anecdote 
and create a camel wearing roller 
blades, which makes sliding to school 
everyday an easier task.
The ‘camel-roller’ sticker targets young 
adults that appreciate a little sense of 
humour, or  a twisted critical approach 
to daily events. It is part of a series of 
stickers that would include a ‘camel-
copter’, a ‘cametro’, and so on...

The Brief:
“Wall stickers are the latest innovation in contemporary interior design. They 
democratise art by bringing it into ordinary people’s living spaces. Made from 
self-adhesive vinyl, wall stickers can be applied to various surfaces (walls, doors, 
windows, furniture and floor), giving a high-gloss painted look. At very affordable 
prices, they are the simplest way to revamp and decorate interiors. They help 
consumers create a personalized sense of place.
This design competition will therefore provide a platform for talented Khatt 
Network members to reach out to wider audiences within and outside the design 
world of Dubai, the Middle East and beyond.
Out of all submissions, 20 designs will be selected for a limited edition of 50 
numbered pieces. The 20 designs will be produced and marketed under the 
label “Khatt Design Collection, a Limited Edition of Vynils by Mosaiques”, and 
will be exhibited at Traffic for three weeks from November 13th. The reputation 
of Traffic as ‘must stop shop’ for individuals and architectural/design firms, and 
its location near the up-market Mall of the Emirates makes it the perfect partner 
for the launch of this culturally sensitive and sought-after design product. “
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41 SELECTED STILLS FROM MY 
VIDEOS FOR
“A MEMORY FOR 
FORGETFULNESS”

A play premiered in the city theatre of Krefeld, 
Germany. An adaptation of Mahmoud 
Darwish’s prose poem by the same title, 
recording a single day of his life in Beirut, 
during the invasion in 1982. “A Memory for 
Forgetfulness” is an active act of remembering 
against the forgetfulness of a deceiving 
history; where the attempt to survive the 
ruthless insanity of war by not suspending 
the quotidian, and carrying on daily routines 
like making morning coffee or simply walking 
on the street, becomes a heroic act.
The play (adapted by Omar Abi Azar and 
Maya Zbib, with video works by Maya Chami), 
was performed in German by the theatre’s 
ensemble of actors.

TO VIEW PARTS OF THE PROJECT, PLEASE REFER TO THE 
FOLLOWING LINK: 

VIMEO.COM/78314815
VIMEO.COM/78315115
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43 “Dear Diary”

“Dear Diary” a digital moving 
image piece and a print from 
the same theme  featured in the 
Alwan for the Arts Auction. The 
auction supports the mission 
of the non-profit Alwan - 
the premier organization 
promoting the contemporary 
arts and cultures of the Middle 
East in the U.S. Funds raised 
will support Alwan in serving its 
community through innovative 
educational programming, 
and events. An exhibition + 
reception took place Thursday, 
June 26, 2014, from 5-9pm at 
Shirin Gallery, located at 511 
West 25th Street, Suite 507 New 
York, NY 10001.

http://paddle8.com/auctions/alwan



44 SELECTED STILLS FROM MY LIVE 
AUDIO-VISUAL PRESENTATION
“OF MEN, CHAMPAGNE AND VICTORY ASIDE”

‘Of Men, Champagne and Victory Aside’ consists of an audio-visual 
presentation, merging laptop-generated visuals and live music. 
It is a playful examination into the theme of the ‘victory sign’ in 
the Arab world, from the 1980’s to the present. After examining 
archive material, endless possibilities of animating, overlaying 
and deconstructing of audio-visual clips are generated into a 
new moving image, liberated from the ‘flow’ of the media.
The outcome is a live audio-visual presentation based on a 
creation of remixed visuals and audio soundtracks.

Produced by Arab Fund for Arts and Culture

TO VIEW AN EDITED VERSION OF 
THE PROJECT, PLEASE REFER TO THE 
FOLLOWING LINK: 
VIMEO.COM/65127592
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46 SELECTED STILLS FROM MY MA 
PROJECT IN DIGITAL ARTS.
“TRANSITIONAL DIGITAL OBJECTS”
A LIVE AUDIO-VISUAL PERFORMANCE 
TO VIEW AN EDITED VERSION OF 
THE PROJECT, PLEASE REFER TO THE 
FOLLOWING LINK:
VIMEO.COM/27910838
THE STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT FOR 
THIS PROJECT CAN BE VIEWED AT: 
MAYACHAMIDIGITALARTS.BLOGSPOT.
COM/

In this project, I explore compositing an 
autobiography in live cinema. This investigation is 
conducted through the idea of transitional digital 
objects and their ability to either bring fluidity to 
the compositing process or disrupt the creation of 
the portrait of the whole.

Until present, the project has been presented at:
- The final MA students exhibition at Camberwell 
College of Arts, MA DIGITAL ARTS 2011 
- UAMO Festival, ‘Ultra Social’ in Munich 
- Bread Republic in Beirut



47 Stills from my MA Graduation project ‘Transitional Digital Objects’
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RESEARCH PAPER OF THE PROJECT 
‘TRANSITIONAL DIGITAL OBJECTS’ 
COULD BE READ ON THE LINK:
HTTP://TINYURL.COM/CT4GFDN



49 Stills from motion graphics created for the performance ‘Silk Thread’.
Animated motion graphics links:
https://vimeo.com/42835761   https://vimeo.com/42835762
https://vimeo.com/42835763   https://vimeo.com/42835764



50
Commissioned to propose a 
theme, research, and create 
a list of participants for the 
panel “Linear and non-linear 
narratives in the context of 
Arab revolutions” as part 
of the Congress on Cultural 
Motion in the Arab Region.
Orient-Institut Beirut,
October 2012

The panel “Linear and Non-linear Narratives in the context 
of Arab revolutions” will bring together researchers and 
artists to discuss different narrative forms, from music, 
cinema, video works, novels, blogs, to social media and 
computing, opening the way to debate new media’s 
fluidity in relation to current revolutions.
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Call for Papers:
The revolutions in the Arab world are breaking through the timeline of these countries’ histories. 
The familiar linear narrative was disrupted by actions that led these countries to different 
directions, culturally, socially, and politically. Tweets, Facebook status updates, Blackberry 
messages, and practically all html related material were a major catalyst in the so-called “Arab 
Spring”. Digitalization in its multifaceted dimensions was in fact one of the pre-conditions of 
these societal motions.

In his essay “Deep Remixability” Lev Manovich describes software as species within the common 
ecology. Once released, software, like species, start interacting, mutating, and making hybrids. To 
explain, he uses the example of the designer who, by the end of the 1990s, was able to combine 
operations and representational formats such as a bitmapped still image, an image sequence, 
a vector drawing, a 3D model and digital video specific to these programs within the same 
design - regardless of its destination media. He finally compares the production of software, 
using his pertinent analogy, to the Czechoslovakian Velvet Revolution, where a whole system 
was uprooted in an almost invisible pace. At this point in the Arab world, we are witnessing the 
change that is a recipient of this deep remixability.

In the digital era, narrative has lost its body to become volatile and viral, making its way to fluid 
transitions between different states of materiality. Narrative is manifested through information 
spaces that allow random access; the sequential is no longer a must. The elements of the 
linear narratives (script, scenario, scene, and the like…) are now highlighted, tagged, mapped, 
annotated… thus accompanying the narrative to its deciphered realm: A narrative is today 
searchable, browsable, and mutable in most cases.
On another note, narrative owes its current form to the inherited strictly linear form. The polemic 
in the narrative is derived from its swinging between the strictly linear that embeds a hierarchical 
structure and the non-linear’s seemingly infinite possibilities to reproduce and reconfigure the 
information contained in these aforementioned structures. 

The panel “Linear and non-linear narratives in the context of Arab revolutions” brings together 
researchers/artists/activists to discuss different narrative forms (music, cinema, theatre, video 
works, novels, blogs, social media, computing), opening the way to debate new media’s fluidity 
in relation to current revolutions.

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS:
LEV MANOVICH    Software Studies         US based
MATTHIAS KISPERT   Electronic Music Composer and Artist  UK based
AMAL KHALAF   Curator and Researcher      UK based
SAHAR MANDOUR   Jounalist and Novelist      Lebanon based
HASSAN CHOUBASSI  Artist and Professor       Lebanon based
LOTTE FASSHAUER   Cinema Studies        Germany based
MONIKA HALKORT   Cinema Studies        Germany based
ELIA SULEIMAN   Filmmaking         France based



52 SELECTED GRAPHIC INTERVENTIONS 
PUBLISHED IN LEBANESE NEWSPAPER 
‘ASSAFIR’
TO VIEW THE FULL SERIES PLEASE 
REFER TO THE FOLLOWING LINK:
GRAPHIKIS.BLOGSPOT.COM
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